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sophical mind, this same account of Dr. and Cr., which
fills up so much time in the world, is comparatively of
very small value. When you get rich, unless I thrive
in the same proportion, I will request your assistance for
less, for little, or for nothing, as the case may require;
hut while I wear my seven-leagued boots to stride in
triumph over moss and muir, it would be very silly in
either of us to let a cheque twice a year of £25 make a
difference between us. But all this we will talk over
when we meet. I meditate one day a coup-de-maitre,
which will make my friend's advice and exertion essen-
tial — indeed worthy of much better remuneration.
When you come, I hope you will bring us information
of all my rural proceedings. Though so lately come to
town, I still remember, at my waking hours, that I can
neither see Tom Purdie nor Adam Paterson,1 and rise
with the more unwillingness. I was unwell on Monday
and Tuesday, but am quite recovered.
Yours truly,	W. S.
TO THOMAS SCOTT, ESQ., PAYMASTER,  70TH REGIMENT,
CANADA.
edinbubgh, 13th December,
my deab tom, — I should be happy to attend to your
commission about a dominie for your boy, but I think
there will be much risk in yoking yourself with one for
three or four years. You know what sort of black cattle
these are, and how difficult it is to discern their real
character, though one may give a guess at their attain-
ments. When they get good provender in their guts,
they are apt to turn out very different animals from what
they were in their original low condition, and get frisky
and troublesome. I have made several inquiries, how-
ever, and request to know what salary you would think
reasonable, and also what acquisitions he ought to pos-
* Adam Patersonwas the intelligent foreman of the company of masons
then employed at Abbotsf ord.

